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SPECIAL FOCUS:
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT AND
ETHICS OF SCIENCE —
MUTUAL IMPULSES
AND CHALLENGES

This Special Focus on Sustainable development and ethics of
science — mutual impulses and challenges explores the pivotal
question: Where, how, and to what extent are scientists and
their institutions responsible for addressing interlinked environ-
mental and societal challenges? It addresses the ethical and
epistemological debates surrounding the role of science in
sustainability transformations. The Focus features three

forum articles and five research papers that critically examine
epistemologies, pedagogical practices, and institutional
structures.

Key themes include the development of a “survival science ethos”
in response to climate change, sustainability transitions within
university hospitals, and challenges to “techno-solutionism”
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in engineering education. Contributions highlight conflicts and
opportunities within higher education for sustainable develop-
ment, critique the overreliance on Al-driven solutions, and
advocate for epistemic justice in participatory research.

Case studies, such as transformations of regional agrifood
systems, showcase the importance of integrating moral values
in solution-oriented approaches. The development of a Code of
Ethics for Real-world Labs of Sustainability underscores the need
for ethical reflection within transdisciplinary practices.
Collectively, these articles demonstrate how ethical inquiry
fosters productive pathways toward sustainability transformation:
ethics empowers, rather than impedes, these transformative
processes.

RESEARCH

363 Ann-Kathrin Schlieszus, Johanna Weselek,
Alexander Siegmund
Navigating role conflicts and responsibilities in
higher education for sustainable development.
Insights from German university teachers

373 Andrei Nutas
Al solutionism as a barrier to sustainability
transformations in research and innovation

381 Simon Meisch
Epistemic justice: An ethical basis for transdisciplinary
and transformative sustainability research

389 Uta Eser, Claudia Bieling
Transforming regional agrifood systems.
Exploring values and reflecting normativity and
solution-orientation

397  Marc Dusseldorp, Elisabeth Does, Rafaela Hillerbrand,

Oliver Parodi
How to develop a Code of Ethics for real-world labs

GAIA 33/4(2024): 333-418 | www.oekom.de/gaia

407

409

41

413

416

380

COMMUNICATIONS

DGH
Jubildaumsjahr 2025: Ein kurzer Riickblick auf
50 Jahre DGH

Forschungsinstitut fiir Nachhaltigkeit (RIFS)
FONA-Forum 2024: Ein ko-kreativer Ansatz
fuir Transformation

Sozial-6kologische Forschung

Suffizienz im Stadtquartier — Praktiken und Formate
zur sozialen Diffusion in den Bereichen Wohnen,
Mobilitat, Ernghrung

saguf
Stidte im Fokus: Wie urbane Raume den Wandel zu

nachhaltigen Erndhrungssystemen vorantreiben kénnen
Allianz Nachhaltige Universititen in Osterreich
Sustainability4U: 15 Jahre universitidre Kooperation fiir

Nachhaltigkeit

LEGAL NOTICES




